Chapter XI
D.C.I.G.S.
IT was on May 8th, that I reached London and joined Sir
Henry Wilson as D.C.I.G.S. No one was more surprised
than I was. I had known of it for some time, but after the
German attack of March 2ist, on the Third and Fifth Armies,
the Germans turned on the Second Army in the north, where
we had very severe fighting, losing Passchendaele, Kernmel,
Messines, Bailleul, etc., and it was not until May 8th that the
situation was stabilized and the German advance brought to
a standstill. During all this time Henry Wilson had kept
the appointment open for me.
I always remember the first question I was asked on the
day I arrived (one which I knew was being discussed at the
time). Did I recommend that*Haig should be replaced by
my old Chief, Plumer ? An awkward question, when still in
my pocket was the precious letter that my old Chief had given
me that morning because he was too moved to speak. How-
ever, I had no hesitation in saying definitely "No." To lose
Haig at that moment when the situation had been definitely
stabilized would have shaken the British Army from top
to bottom. I told Lord Plumer later of this conversation
and of my reply. All he said was: "Naturally; you would
have got yourself into trouble if you hadn't."
I had just finished a unique education of two and a half
years with Lord Plumer in the defence of the Ypres Salient,
and I was now to start on another two and a half years under
quite different circumstances.                                             i
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